Selection in autotetraploids.
Theoretical studies indicated that response to selection would always be greater in diploid than in autotetraploid populations when gene frequency was the same in both, and that situations in which little or no response to selection could be expected would be more frequent in autotetraploids. Interpretation of the coefficient of selection in terms of escape from infection in a program of selection for disease or insect resistance indicated that moderate levels of escape from infection can drastically reduce response to selection in some cases.The zygotic constitution of an autotetraploid population will change as it approaches a new random mating equilibrium once selection pressure is relaxed. The changes will result in no change in the population mean if the trait under selection exhibits no dominance, but the mean will decrease slightly if there is dominance.